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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 1553 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, OAS, IA-ECOSOC 

SUBJECT: IA-ECOSOC MEETING AND TRADE ACT 

REF STATE 35339 

AMB DISCUSSED SUBSTANCE REFTEL WITH MINISTER 
FINANCE. MINISTER WILL NOT ATTEND CIES SESSION. 

COLOMBIA WILL SEND DELEGATION, HOWEVER, HEADED BY 
ABDON ESPINOSA, FORMER MINISTER OF FINANCE UNDER 
LLERAS RESTREPO AND FORMER GOVERNOR IBRD. AS TO 
SUBSTANCE, MINISTER SAID COLOMBIA WAS RELATIVELY 
RELAXED ABOUT THE TRADE ACT HE DID NOT FEEL THAT 
IT WAS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT FOR COLOMBIA AT 
THIS STAGE. HE RECOGNIZED ALL OF THE GOOD POINTS 
OF THE BILL BUT STATED IT WAS BADLY PACKAGED AND 
PRESENTED. IT MADE ALL THE OLD JUICES FLOW AND WAS 
REMINISCENT OF THE HICKENLOOPER AMENDMENT, CONDITION- 
SETTING STANCE OF THE PAST. 
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